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• The data model has been extended and expanded to incorporate more fields 
and tables of data and thereby expand the capabilities of Specify.  Some of the 
main areas where changes and additions have been made are the inclusion of 
a geography and storage tree (similar to the functionality of the taxon tree), 
addition of an attachment table for images, files etc. and addition of more 
generic fields for user co-opting. 
• Specify 6 is being viewed as a collections management platform with many 
components.  It is envisaged that we will provide the basic functionality while 
the development of new pluggable components will be possible by other 
contributors as well as the Specify team. 
• The use of Java allows for interoperability with numerous third party 
applications (like BioGeoMancer and Google Earth that have already been 
incorporated into the WorkBench) as well as web services and online 
providers 

• The use of drag and drop functionality allows for easier workflow and more 
productive use of the tool.  Tabbing also allows for the simultaneous use of 
multiple windows within the application allowing the user to easily switch 
between e.g. data entry and the taxon tree or querying and data entry. 
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Fields in your excel spreadsheet can be mapped to the WorkBench data 
model – a scaled down, flattened version of the full Specify 6 data model.  
Fields will map automatically if Excel headers closely correspond to data 
model field names.  Others need to be mapped by hand using the Data set 
mapping editor.  This will allow for later uploading directly into Specify 6 once 
released. 
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Data can be entered in grid view much like in a spreadsheet (not available in 
Specify 5).  There are also tools for adding and deleting rows, as well as carry 
forward  and find and replace features.  Once the data has been entered, 
corrected and augmented using the available tools, you can re-export the data 
into Excel.  You can also export template files (blank files with preset column 
headers) and reuse templates for other data sets. 
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Data can also be entered in form view.  Rudimentary data entry forms can be 
produced by dragging and dropping fields into desired positions, resizing fields 
and changing various field properties. 



8 

You can georeference data points in the WorkBench by clicking on the 
BioGeoMancer icon which will result in the above window allowing you to 
review the point and data and either accept or skip.  All ancillary metadata 
(centroid, bounding box, radius etc.) is saved in the background for later 
uploading into Specify 6. 
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If records have latitude and longitude data, then with a simple click of the 
Google Earth icon (assuming you have Google Earth installed) you can map 
these data points and provide bubble data (dependant on columns of data in 
the data set) on each point.  You can then save the resulting .kmz file and 
share this with others and they too will be able to view all the associated data. 
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The linking of images to records allows ancillary data to be associated with 
individual data records while also allowing for data entry from images.  By 
creating a blank data set and associated images with each row, these images 
can be used to directly enter data from the image (particularly in the herbarium 
community where data entry from sheet labels is in practice). 
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The WorkBench also allows for rudimentary reporting to be done on data sets 
(utilizing the reporting feature that will be fully utilized in Specify 6).  Graphs, 
pie charts, reports and simple labels can be easily created from individual 
columns in a data set. 
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There are certain limitations to the WorkBench: 
• The data model is a scaled down version and is also flattened (not relational).  
Therefore the one-to-many relationships in the data model will require the 
entry of each into a separate column.  There are restrictions to the number of 
each of these that can be entered – 2 determinations, 8 collectors etc. 
• There is a 2000 row limit to data sets although multiple data sets with the 
same mapping can be created and later uploaded into Specify 6 in sequence 

• There is no compatibility with Specify 5 i.e. there is no way of getting records 
from the WorkBench into Specify 5 

• There are no authority files built into the WorkBench – taxonomic or 
geographic to assist with data entry or higher level taxonomy validation. 
• It is only once Specify 6 has been released that the full functionality of the 
WorkBench will become evident. 
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When Specify 6 is released, the WorkBench will become an integral part of the 
package and be used for bulk data entry.  All major components of Specify 5 
will eventually be available in Specify 6.  A number of the tools available in 
Specify 5 will not be available in the first release but will be added in 
subsequent releases.  There will be no web or DiGIR access in the first 
release.  Some of the tools will also be added later – series processing and 
batch editing for instance.  There are a number of similarities between 5 and 6 
but some differences.  The transfer from 5 to 6 is dependant on data model 
changes that may affect existing data and how religiously the data model has 
been used in Specify 5.  If various fields and tables have been co-opted for 
other purposes (not used as intended), the transfer may be more involved but 
will still be a service that Specify staff will provide. 
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The opening screen of Specify 6 with icons for major tasks across the top, a 
simple search box for quick searching of records by keyword and s splash 
screen displaying basic statistics on the collection 
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The data entry screen for Collection objects is very similar in functionality to 
Specify 5 even though it may look slightly different.  There will be no form 
customizer interface in the first version of Specify 6 although we will continue 
to work with users to set up forms and reports as usual. 
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Queries are built and saved in much the same fashion although the query tree 
has been modified for easier navigation and picking of fields. 
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The taxonomic tree has been reworked with additional functionality for 
navigation, creation of synonyms and hybrids and information on number of 
records etc.  The geographic and storage trees will have the same 
functionality. 
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Expanded, user customizable statistics on collections. 
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The security module for Specify 6 has been extensively reworked 
incorporating functionality to create customized security for users across 
collections within a single database as well as restrict access (view, add, 
modify, delete privileges) to specific tables.  This will allow for the creation of a 
user account for a person to have admin privileges to their own collection but 
guest privileges to other collections for sharing and transfer of common data.  
It will also allow for the granting of admin access to only the accession tables 
across collections to a registrar for the entry of accession information or 
granting of admin privileges to only the conservation table across collections to 
a conservator for entry of conservation information. 


